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AND REQUEST TO SUSPEND TARIFF AND TO
CONDUCT A CONTESTED CASE PROCEEDING

PETITION OF THE RURAL INDEPENDENT
COALITION TO INTERVENE

The Rural Coalition of Small Local Exchange Carriers and Cooperatives (heremnafter
referred to as the “Rural Coalition™)' respectfully submuts this Petition for intervention in this
matter pursuant to T.R.A. lele 1220-1-2-.08 and T.C.A. § 4-5-310 and T.C.A. § 65-2-107. The
grounds for this Petition are set forth below.

1. On or about October 15, 2004, BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (hereinafter
“BellSouth™) filed a tanff (hereinafter “Transit Tanff”’) with the Ténnessee }{egulatory Authonity
(heremafter, the “‘Authority”’) and requested that the Transit Tariff be effective November 5,
2004%. According to the “Executive Summary” included with 1ts filing with the Tennessee
Regulatory Authority, the purpose of the tanff filing was to introduce ‘rates, terms, and
conditions for its Transit Traffic Service in the General Subscribers Services Tariff.” BellSouth
further stated that “the charges for transit service as specified in this tariff will apply unless
transit service 1s addressed in a separate agreement between BellSouth and the originating
telecommunications service provider.”

2. On October 27, 2004, Sprint Communications Company LP and Sprint Spectrum

LP (hereinafter, collectively “Sprint”) filed a complaint and request to suspend that Transit Tariff
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A list of the members of the Rural Coalition 1s attached hereto as Exhibit 1
BellSouth has since voluntarily extended the requested effective date to November 9, 2004




and to conduct a contested case proceeding. The Rural Coalitlon also requests that this Authornty
suspend the proposed Transit Tariff and conduct a contested case proceeding because it 1s
uncertain at this time whether the individual Rural Coalition members’ interests in this matter or
each of their status vis-a-vis BellSouth is the same as Sprint. The Rural Coalition respectfully
submits that their participation will ensure that the full panoply of 1ssues raised by the BellSouth
proposed tanff are identified and addressed, and that a decision on the merits by the Authority
will be based on a complete record.

3. BellSouth, by this proposed Transit Tanff, seeks, in effect, to impose a
requirement for an originating local exchange ;:arrler (LEC) to delver traffic to a point of
interconnection beyond 1ts network and impose transit fees upon that LEC for delivering that
traffic. Through this Transit Taniff, BellSouth may suggest the authority to impose obligations
on the Coalition that, through BellSouth’s course of conduct, it has never attempted to impose
upon a Rural Coalition member

As this Authority is aware, the issues relating.to the transit fees and who should be
responsible for them have been thoroughly briefed and argued before this Authority in Docket
Number 03-00585. At the very least, through its filing and efforts to seek the Authority’s
approval of this Transit Tarnff, BellSouth is attemp‘;mg to circumvent the Authority’s pending
decisions in Docket Number 03-00585.

At a mimmum, therefore, this Authority should suspend BellSouth’s proposed Transit
Tariff and re-open the proceedings in Docket Number 03-00585 so that the Authority can
consider the impact of BellSouth’s Transit Tariff filing on the 1ssues and relationships among the

parties in Docket Number 03-00585.




CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, the members of the Rural Coalition respectfully request that
they be allowed to intervene 1n Docket Number 04-00380.
Respectfully submitted,

NEAL & HARWELL, PLC

By: /(MQ,,J 7?4%4/144

William T. Ramsey, #9245
One Nashville Place, Suite 1900
150 Fourth Avenue North
Nashville, Tennessee 37219
(615) 244-1713

Stephen G. Kraskin

Thomas J. Moorman

Kraskin, Moorman & Cosson LLC
2120 L Street NW, Suite 520
Washington, DC 20037




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that on W/ l’, 2007{ a true and correct copy
of the foregoing was served on the parties of record via electronic (or U.S., as indicated) mail,

and via hand delivery, as indicated:

Russ Mitten, Esq

Citizens Communications

3 High Ridge Park

Stamford, Connecticut 06905
Rmitten@czn.com

Henry Walker, Esq

Boult, Cummings, et al.
PO Box 198062
Nashville, TN 37219-8062
hwalker@bccb.com

James Wright, Esq.

Sprint

14111 Capitol Blvd.
NCWKFRO0313

Wake Forest, North Carolina 27587
James.wright@mail sprint com

J. Gray Sasser, Esq.

Miller & Martin

1200 One Nashville Place
150 Fourth Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37219
gsasser@millermartin.com

Martha Ross-Bain, Esq.

AT&T

1230 Peachtree St , N.E. Ste. 4W26
Atlanta, GA 30309
rossbain@lyga.att.com

Laura Gallagher, Esq.
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
1500 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
laura.Gallagher@dbr com

Donald L. Scholes
Branstetter, Kilgore, et al

227 Second Ave. N.
Nashville, TN 37219
dscholes@branstetterlaw.com

Timothy Phillips, Esq.

Office of the Tennessee Attorney General
PO Box 20207

Nashville, TN 37202
Timothy.Phillips(@state.tn.us

Guy M. Hicks, Esq.

Joelle Phillips, Esq.

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.
333 Commerce St., Suite 2101
Nashville, TN 37201-3300
Joelle.Phillips@bellsouth.com

Carolyn. Hanesworth@BELLSOQUTH.com

Elaine Critides, Esq.

John T. Scott, Esq.

Charon Phillips, Esq.

Verizon Wireless

1300 I Street N.W.

Suite 400 West

Washington, D.C. 20005
elaine.critides@venzonwireless.com

Paul Walters, Jr., Esq.
15 East 1* Street
Edmond, OK 73034
pwalters@sbeglobal.net

Suzanne Toller, Esq.

Davis Wright Temaine

One Embarcadero Center #600
San Francisco, Calif. 94111-3611
suzannetollerodwt.com |




VIA U.S. MAIL

Beth K Fujimoto, Esq
AT&T Wireless Services, Inc.
7277 164™ Ave., N.E.
Redmond, WA 90852

Monica M. Barone, Esq.

Sprint

6450 Sprint Parkway

Overland Park, KS 66251
mbaron02)sprintspectrum.com

Joe Chiarelli

Sprint

6450 Sprint Parkway, 2™ Fl.
Mail Stop KSOPHN0212 2A568
Overland Park, KS 66251

Mr. Tom Sams

Cleartalk

1600 Ute Ave.

Grand Junction, CO 81501
toms@ocleartalk.net

Dan Menser, Esq

Marin Fettman, Esq.

c¢/o T Mobile USA, Inc.
12920 SE 38" St.
Bellevue, WA 98006

dan menser@t-mobile com

Mark J. Ashby

Cingular Wireless

5565 Glennridge Connector
Suite 1700

Atlanta, GA 30342
Mark.ashby@cmgular com

Stephen G Kraskin, Esq.
Kraskin, Lesse & Cosson, LLP
2120 L Street NW, Suite 520
Washington, DC 20037
skraskin@hlctele.com

Mark Felton
SPRINT
6450 Sprint Parkway

Mail Stop KSOPHNO0212 — 2A472

Overland Park, KS 66251
mark.g.felton@mail.sprint.com

ichiarQ1 @sprintspectrum.com

Bill Brown

Senior Interconnection Manager
Cingular Wireless

5565 Glenridge Connector, Suite 1534D

"Atlanta, GA 30342

bill.brown{cingular.com

Greg Tedesco

T-Mobile USA, Inc.

2380 Bisso Lane, Suite 256
Concord, CA 94520-4821
greg.tedesco@t-mobile com

Gary Sanchez, Associate Director-
State Regulatory Relations

Cingular Wireless

5565 Glenridge Connector Ste. 1710
Atlanta, GA 30342

gary sanchez@cingular.com

Marc Sterling

Verizon Wireless

One Verizon Place

Alpharetta, GA 30004
Marc.Sterling@VerizonWireless.com

VIA HAND DELIVERY:
Melvin J. Malone

Miller & Martin PLLC

1200 One Nashville Place
150 Fourth Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37219
mmalone@millermartin.com
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Exhibit 1

RURAL COALITION MEMBERS

Ardmore Telephone Company, Inc.

Ben Lomand Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
Bledsoe Telephone Cooperative
CenturyTel of Adamsville, Inc.
CenturyTel of Claiborne, Inc.

CenturyTel of Ooltewah-Collegedale, Inc.
Concord Telephone Exchange, Inc.
Crockett Telephone Company, Inc.
Dekalb Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
Highland Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
Humphreys County Telephone Company
Loretto Telephone Company, Inc.
Millington Telephone Company

North Central Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
Peoples Telephone Company

Tellico Telephone Company, Inc.
Tennessee Telephone Company

Twin Lakes Telephone Cooperative Corporation
United Telephone Company

West Tennessee Telephone Company, Inc.
Yorkville Telephone Cooperative



